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Abstract

Small and medium enterprises and Business (SMEs) constitute an important foundation for
employment, income generation, and social stability in the economy of Ghazni Province; however,
the activities of this sector are largely based on trade and simple transactions rather than on a fully
production-based Business, and this distinction creates limitations for value addition and sustainable
growth. This study, in order to assess the actual challenges and existing opportunities of this sector,
collected data from 80 Businesses through a survey method, and, using SPSS, conducted frequency
and percentage analysis of the data. The results show that the most significant existing challenges
are financial constraints, limited access to loans, market limitations, and infrastructural problems.
Meanwhile, the existing opportunities include the development of agricultural value chains,
marketing of handicrafts, modern marketing methods, and the relative expansion of digital
commerce. Although potential opportunities also exist, their realization depends on policy support,
strengthening of infrastructure, and financial inclusion. The study finally suggests that the
government, private sector, and development institutions should undertake practical and targeted
measures to strengthen the SME sector.

Keywords: Market access; infrastructure; digital commerce; Ghazni Province; financial constraints;
small and medium enterprises.
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